
INTRODUCTION 

I n  March 1984 Upsala L a k a r e f o r e n i n g  and Pharmacia AB co-arranged a one-day 

symposium on t u b u l a r  p r o t e i n u r i a .  The symposium was h e l d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

H o s p i t a l  i n  U p p s a l a .  The ma in  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  symposium was t o  d i scuss  t h e  

c l i n i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t u b u l a r  p r o t e i n u r i a ,  b u t  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t s ,  as  

w e l l  a s  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  i n  serum o f  l o w  m o l e c u l a r  w e i g h t  

p r o t e i n s  were a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d .  It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t u b u l a r  p r o t e i n u r i a  i s  an 

e a r l y  and s e n s i t i v e  marker most o f t e n  i n d i c a t i n g  r e n a l  d y s f u n c t i o n  o r  damage 

a t  t h e  prox imal  t u b u l a r  l e v e l .  T h i s  occu rs  i n  a number o f  r e n a l  and some non- 

r e n a l  d i s o r d e r s  as was e x e m p l i f i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  symposium. 

The p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  of t h e  Upsala J o u r n a l  o f  M e d i c a l  S c i e n c e s  

rep resen t  some o f  t h e  major  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  symposium. To t h e  au tho rs  and 

t o  a l l  co l l eagues  who c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f r u i t f u l  d i s c u s s i o n  we wan t  t o  e x -  

p r e s s  o u r  t h a n k s .  We a l s o  w a n t  t o  thank Docent Waldemar Skoog, s e c r e t a r y  o f  

Upsala Laka re fo ren ing  f o r  h i s  h e l p  i n  a r r a n g i n g  t h e  symposium. F i n a l l y ,  we 

thank Mrs B i r g i t t a  S jobe rg  f o r  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  manuscr ip ts .  
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