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ABSTRACT 

A l l  p a t i e n t s  who had been assaul ted and b a t t e r e d  and who consu l ted  t h e  

s u r g i c a l  emergency s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  county  h o s p i t a l  were inc luded.  Fourtyseven 

cases were r e g i s t e r e d  d u r i n g  a 5-month per iod,  represent ing  1.1 % o f  t h e  

s u r g i c a l  emergency p a t i e n t s .  

About 55 % o f  t h e  males were between t h e  ages o f  20 and 29, whereas t h e  

females were r e l a t i v e l y  even ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  between 20 and 50 years o f  age. 

The p a t i e n t  m a t e r i a l  was analysed regard ing  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  what way 

t h e  i n j u r y  had o r i g i n a t e d  and a l s o  t h e  degree o f  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  i n j u r y .  The 

s o c i a l  background and t h e  presence o f  a lcoho l  use o r  abuse were, as expected, 

impor tan t  f a c t o r s .  Males were, as a r u l e ,  assaul ted o u t s i d e  t h e  home, females 

most ly  a t  home. A few o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  cases were l e g a l l y  prosecuted. The need 

f o r  fo l low-up w e l f a r e  measures was judged as considerable.  

There were 31 males and 16 females. No case o f  c h i l d  a s s a u l t  was recorded. 

INTRODUCTION 

Dur ing r e c e n t  decades t h e r e  has been an inc reas ing  i n t e r e s t  f rom s o c i e t y  - 
and f rom a medical and c r i m i n o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  view - f o r  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  

assau l ts .  A number o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have d e a l t  w i t h  a s s a u l t  and b a t t e r y  o f  

c h i l d r e n  and wives, b u t  o n l y  few have handled a l l  persons invo lved.  P a t i e n t s  

who had consu l ted  t h e  s u r g i c a l  emergency s e r v i c e  - due t o  assau l t  - d u r i n g  a 

recent  f i v e  month p e r i o d  have been i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  a 

c r i m i n o l o g i s t  (MBW). 

METHODS 

The county h o s p i t a l  i n  Kat r ineho lm prov ides  medical s e r v i c e  f o r  a popula- 

t i o n  of about 60.000 people. Out -pa t ien t  c l i n i c s  p r o v i d i n g  around t h e  c lock  

s e r v i c e  are l o c a t e d  a t  two p laces  bes ides t h a t  o f  t h e  county  h o s p i t a l .  The 

county h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  pr imary  r e f e r r i n g  u n i t .  

Around 800 s u r g i c a l  p a t i e n t s  c o n s u l t  t h e  emergency s e r v i c e  every month. 
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I n  t h e  ac tua l  5-month p e r i o d  4.193 p a t i e n t s  were t r e a t e d  as s u r g i c a l  p a t i e n t s  

who had consu l ted  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  assau l t  and b a t t e r y  f rom a s o c i a l  and 

medical p o i n t  o f  view. The examining doc to rs  f o l l o w e d  a q u e s t i o n a i r e  c o n t a i n i n g  

20 ques t i ons  t h a t  were answered i n  connect ion w i t h  t h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  One o f  t h e  

au tho rs  (0.A) checked t h e  r e s u l t s  eve ry  24 hour and completed t h e  answers based 

on e a r l i e r  case sheets, te lephone con tac ts  and i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom t h e  personnel 

a t  t h e  emergency u n i t .  The personnel  was w e l l  aquainted w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  s i t u a -  

t i o n  o f  many o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  i n  quest ion.  

Our p r i m a r y  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  assess i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l coho l  o b j e c t i v e l y ,  us ing  

serum ana lys i s ;  however, t h i s  proved imposs ib le  f o r  e t h i c a l  reasons. The 
degree o f  a l c o h o l i c  i n f l u e n c e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  based on i n d i v i d u a l  e s t i m a t i o n s  and 

i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom t h e  p a t i e n t .  

PAT1 ENTS 

F o u r t y s i x  p a t i e n t s ,  1.1 % o f  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  p a t i e n t s  a t  t h e  s u r g i c a l  

emergency u n i t ,  31 males and 15 females, consu l ted  t h e  doc to r  due t o  a s s a u l t  

d u r i n g  t h e  s tudy p e r i o d .  One person d i e d  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  T h i s  

fema le  i s  i nc luded  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

emanated f r o m  t h e  p o l i c e  - n o t  f i r s t - h a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Age and sex d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  i s  presented i n  F i g  I. No v i c t i m  was below 15 yea rs  o f  age. 

About 55 % o f  t h e  males were 20 t o  29 yea rs  o ld ,  w h i l e  t h e  females were even ly  

d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  decades between 20 and 50. 

Number 
o f  v i c t i m s  

Females 0 
Males PZZZA 

25 I 
20 

15 

10 

5 

0 - 9 10 - 19 20 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 49 50 - yea rs  

F i g  I. 
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  age and sex i n  46 p a t i e n t s  sub jec ted  t o  mo les ta t i on .  
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The s o c i a l  circumstances o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  a re  presented i Table I. It 
appears t h a t  o n l y  4 o u t  o f  28 males were mar r i ed  o r  cohab i t i ng ,  w h i l e  t h e  

corresponding numbers f o r  females were 8 o u t  o f  16. There was no i n f o r m a t i o n  

concern ing 3 o f  t h e  males. 

Table I .  
Fami l y  circumstances 

Males Females T o t a l  

Mar r i ed  3 1 4 

Unmarried 22 4 26 

Widow/-er 0 2 2 

Coh i b i  t o r  1 7 8 

Divorced 2 2 4 

Unknown 3 0 3 

T o t a l  31 16 47 

Nine p a t i e n t s  (19 % o f  t h e  v i c t i m s )  were n o t  o f  Swedich descent b u t  seve ra l  

o f  them had l i v e d  i n  Sweden f o r  many years.  Four males and one female had more 

than e lementary school educat ion.  Four males and t h r e e  females were s tudents.  

Three males ( 9  %) and seven females (44  %) s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were unemployed. 

25 % o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  were r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  r e g i s t e r  (PBR) and about 

50 % w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l  Wel fare Board, most o f  them due t o  l o n g  s tand ing  a l c o h o l i c  

p r o b l  ems. 

RESULTS 

E i g h t y f i v e  pe r  cen t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  contacted t h e  h o s p i t a l  d u r i n g  F r i d a y  

t o  Sunday, 87 % w i t h i n  24 hours o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  and 66 % came between 6 and 12 

p.m. 86 % s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  were assau l ted  between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. An inc rea -  

sed number o f  v i c t i m s  was noted f o r  December - 2.3 % o f  t h e  s u r g i c a l  cases 

compared t o  t h e  average o f  1.1 %. About 50 % appeared alone. Twentyfour o u t  

o f  31 males were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l coho l  and n i n e  were v i s i b l y  a f fected,  

two had consumed denatured a l c o h o l .  E leven ou t  o f  15 (74 %) o f  t h e  females 

were under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l coho l ,  seven o f  them obv ious l y .  No case o f  known 

drug i n f l u e n c e  appeared. 

The p a t i e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a l t r e a t i n g  p a r t  was under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

a l coho l  i 33 cases, sober i n  4 cases. There was no i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  7 cases. 

Nineteen v i c t i m s  had been assau l ted  outdoors i n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  i n  many cases near 

87 



a res taurant ,  and 13 b y  a person unknown t o  t h e  p a t i e n t .  

Predominantly male p a t i e n t s  were inc luded i n  t h i s  group. The a s s a u l t  had 

occurred i n  t h e i r  own home o r  i n  somebody e lses  a t  23 instances.  The assau l t  

had been committed b y  t h e  spouse, ex-spouse o r  c o h a b i t i n g  p a r t y  i n  11 cases. 

The assau l t  had occurred a t  t h e  p lace  o f  employment i n  3 cases and t h e  p a t i e n t  

was an at tendant ,  n i g h t  watchman o r  quard a t  a r e s t a u r a n t .  One woman was molest- 

ed on a t r a i n .  One man s t a t e d  t h a t  he had been beaten by a policeman. 

, 

The reason f o r  t h e  a s s a u l t  was i n  18 cases s t a t e d  as drunken brawl, jea lousy  

o r  f a m i l y  q u a r r e l  i n  16 cases, and no mot ive  was g iven i n  13 cases. The i n j u r i e s  

were analysed accord ing t o  o r i g i n ,  s e v e r i t y  and consequence. Punches w i t h  t h e  
f i s t  was t h e  s o l e  cause i n  22 cases; a combinat ion o f  slaps, k i c k s  and blows 

w i t h  t h e  head occurred a t  13 instances; a s s a u l t  w i t h  o r  push aga ins t  a s t range 

o b j e c t  occurred i n  16 cases; t h e  p a t i e n t  was stabbed i n  4 cases, and 2 v i c t i m s  

were se ized by t h e  t h r o a t ,  one lead ing  t o  s t r a n g u l a t i o n a n d  subsequent death. 

The type o f  i n j u r y  and i t s  s e v e r i t y ,  d i v i d e d  i n t o  l i g h t ,  moderate o r  severe, 

a re  shown i n  Table 11. Lesser haematomas and wounds were c l a s s i f i e d  as l i g h t  

i n j u r y ;  e.g. l a r g e r  wounds and severa l  haematomas as medium i n j u r y ;  and l i f e -  

t h r e a t e n i n g  i n j u r i e s  and those n e c e s s i t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  as ser ious  i n j u r y  

Table 11. 
Type o f  i n j u r y  and i t s  degree o f  s e v e r i t y .  (L = l i g t h ,  M = moderate, 
S = severe) 

Type o f  i n j u r y  Males Females T o t a l  

Wound. haematoma 
L M S  L M S  

i n  t h e  face  11 4 1 6 2  24 
Wound, haematoma - 
o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  

R i b  f r a c t u r e  + 
h aematoma 

5 1  3 1  4 

2 2 

F r a c t u r e  o f  t h e  hand 2 2 
F r a c t u r e  o f  t h e  mandible + 
t e e t h  i n j u r i e s  1 1 
Head i n j u r y  

Choking acc ident  
1 1 2 

1 1  2 
Stab wound 2 1  1 4 
TOTAL 16 11 4 9 5 2  47 
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There were 5 h o s p i t a l i z e d  cases t r e a t e d  f o r  i n  a l l  30 days, averaging 6 days. 

F i v e  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  r e t u r n e d  f o r  f o l l ow-up  once and 3 had a second v i s i t .  The 

o t h e r s  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  t rea tmen t .  Seven p a t i e n t s  were r e p o r t e d  s i c k  by  

t h e  doc to r  f o r  i n  a l l  131 days, averaging 18.5 days. Several p a t i e n t s  s t a t e d  - 
a t  t h e  emergency u n i t  - t h a t  t h e  p o l i c e  was a l r e a d y  n o t i f i e d  o r  should be. How- 

ever, t h e r e  were o n l y  4 l e g a l  t e s t i m o n i a l s  drawn up a t  t h e  conc lus ion  o f  t h e  

study. 

P r i o r  a s s a u l t s  were r e p o r t e d  b y  13 men and 11 women, 5 o f  t h e  women more than  

3 t imes, compared t o  one man. Four men and one woman s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  had con- 

t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e  o r  a psycho log is t .  

The examining doc to rs  es t ima ted  t h e  need f o r  a f o l l o w - u p  and concluded t h a t  6 

men and 8 women were i n  need o f  such a con tac t .  Out o f  these 4 men and one 

woman had a l r e a d y  such a con tac t .  

DISCUSSION 

The f requency o f  a s s a u l t  v i c t i m s  i n  our  s tudy  was 1.1 %; two t h i r d s  were 

male and one t h i r d  female. Westh ( 7 )  showed s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s  i n  a s tudy  f rom 

Copenhagen. The assau l ted  p a t i e n t s  appear t o  be long t o  two r a t h e r  homogeneous 

groups, j u d g i n g  f rom t h e  s o c i a l  case h i s t o r i e s .  One group ho lds  - among o t h e r s  - 
t h e  young unmarried man w i t h  a low s t a t u s  occupat ion who ge ts  i n t o  f i g h t s  ou t -  

s i d e  t h e  home, t h e  o t h e r  group t h e  o f t e n  unemployed woman who i s  molested w i t h i n  

t h e  home by  he r  p a r t n e r .  However, t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between t h e  two groups a re  

s t r i k i n g .  Low educa t iona l  l e v e l s ,  a l c o h o l i c  problems and e a r l i e r  con tac ts  w i t h  

t h e  j u d i c i a l  system a re  v e r y  common. Bergersen-Lind ( 2 )  showed - i n  a correspond- 

i n g  s tudy  - t h a t  two t h i r d s  o f  t h e  a s s a u l t  v i c t i m s  were r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  hav ing  

committed law of fences,  o f t e n  i n  connect ion w i t h  v io lence .  Repeated b a t t e r y ,  

m o s t l y  o f  t h e  female p a t i e n t s ,  was common ( 1 ) .  

and i s  n o t  premedi ta ted.  T h i s  c o u l d  e x p l a i n  why t h e r e  i s  no sex d i f f e r e n c e  

rega rd ing  t h e  t y p e  o f  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  i n j u r y .  Skau, B r o t e  and N e t t e l b l a d  (6 )  
found i n  a s tudy  a t  a s u r g i c a l  emergency u n i t  t h e  a l coho l  i n f l u e n c e d  p a t i e n t s  

were found almost e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e  group o f  a s s a u l t  v i c t i m s .  The i n j u r i e s  

cou ld  m o s t l y  be t r e a t e d  as o u t - p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e i r  s tudy  too.  However, a l coho l  

i n f l u e n c e  makes t h e  p a t i e n t  l e s s  coopera t i ve  and t h e r e f o r e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  

t r e a t .  The problem i s  n o t  t o  i d e n t i f y  a s s a u l t  p a t i e n t s  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  make them 

accept t h e  h e l p  we o f f e r s .  T h i s  problem has been p o i n t e d  t o  by  Br ismar and 

Tuner ( 3 )  and a l s o  by  A l e x i u s  (1)  i n  he r  s tudy  on m i s t r e a t e d  women a t  a 

p s y c h i a t r i c  c l i n i c .  The need f o r  i nc reased  fo l l ow-up  was judged t o  be g r e a t e s t  

f o r  t h e  female p a t i e n t s ,  s i n c e  t h e  male p a t i e n t s  - t o  a l a r g e r  e x t e n t  - a l r e a d y  

had a psycho-soc ia l  con tac t .  The reason cou ld  be t h a t  t h e  men who o f t e n  ge t  i n t o  

f i g h t s  a l s o  a re  t h e  ones taken  c a r e  o f  by  t h e  s o c i a l  boards. The women l i e  low 

The somatic i n j u r y  g e n e r a l l y  occurs d u r i n g  a l coho l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s  
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and are hidden. 
What than can t h e  doc tor  do, who t r e a t s  t h e  p a t i e n t ?  The p a t i e n t s  u s u a l l y  

c o n s u l t  t h e  emergency ward on F r i d a y  and Saturday n i g h t s  i n  connect ion w i t h  t h e  

assau l t .  The p a t i e n t  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by a lcoho l  and i s  upset by t h e  i n c i d e n t .  The 

i n j u r y  i s  o f  a k i n d  t h a t  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  immediately, and repeated v i s i t s  are 

o f t e n  n o t  m e d i c a l l y  i n d i c a t e d .  The p a t i e n t  i s  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  o l d  s i t u a t i o n ,  

a t  bes t  w i t h  a r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  serv ice .  Very few o f  t h e  assau l t  cases 

have any l e g a l  consequences ( 5 ) .  I t  would p robab ly  o f t e n  be j u s t i f i e d  w i t h  a 

c l o s e r  d o c t o r - p a t i e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I t  cou ld  be e f f e c t e d  a t  a fo l low-up v i s i t ,  

when t h e  p a t i e n t  has some d is tance t o  t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  by l e t t i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t  

remain i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f o r  some days and perhaps ge t  i n t o  contac t  w i t h  t h e  

s o c i a l  w e l f a r e  s e r v i c e  o r  a t  l e a s t  by g e t t i n g  a deeper contac t  w i t h  t h e  medical 

personnel. 
Gayford (4 )  showed t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a connect ion between c h i l d  and w i f e  mis- 

t reatment .  Although we had no case o f  c r u e l t y  t o  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  indeed o f  w i f e  

beat ing,  t h i s  problem should be observed w i t h  mis t rea ted  women f o r  t h e  sake o f  

p revent ion .  The r i s k  f o r  c o i n c i d i n g  c h i l d  abuse i s  probably  cons iderab ly  

increased i n  connect ion w i t h  w i f e  beat ing.  
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